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ADDO ELEPHANT NATIONAL PARK PART OF 2010 FIFA WORLD CUP PLANS 

Accommodation at Addo Elephant National Park forms part of SANParks’ plans around the 2010 FIFA 

World Cup, due to take place in South Africa in June 2010. 

 

Speaking at the South Africa’s premier tourism showcase, Indaba held last week at the iNkosi Albert 

Luthuli International Convention Centre in Durban, SANParks’ Managing Executive Tourism and 

Marketing, Glenn Phillips said that SANParks is on track to deliver the goods. Phillips said he hoped this 

message would give confidence to those sceptical that South Africa is ready for the hosting of the 2010 

FIFA World Cup. 

 

According to Phillips, SANParks’ plans for the tournament are based on three principles which will 

ensure a sustainable business way beyond the World Cup. “At the onset our strategy is all about 
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sustainable development, secondly we would like to see optimal occupancy in all national parks over 

the event period, and key to this is the retention of our committed client base as the event falls during 

the extended school holidays.” 

 

“It is against this background that we took a decision to contract according to the 30 percent principle 

and 70 percent will be reserved for the general public.”  

 

30% of the accommodation in Addo Elephant 

National Park’s main camp has been reserved for use 

during the 2010 FIFA World Cup. 

 

He said the “The exciting part with 2010 is that 

approximately 15 000 people will be introduced to 

the national parks. We want to use this event to 

optimize marketing opportunities, while we 

continue to build our brand.”  

 

Phillips went on to mention the details of the 

contract with MATCH, a professional services 

company selected by FIFA to provide ticketing, accommodation and event information technology 

during the 2010 World Cup event in South Africa.  

 

“If all goes according to plan, it means the value of inventory sold to MATCH per day is in the region of 

R1.4 million and this over the event period will amount to an impressive R 52.5 million based on two 

people per unit inclusive of dinner, bed and breakfast and activity.” 

 

Other contracted parks, chosen for their proximity to the World Cup matches, are Kruger National Park, 

Garden Route National Park (which incorporates formerly Wilderness, Tsitsikamma and the Knysna 

Lake Area), Marakele and Golden Gate Highlands National Parks.  

 

Kruger National Park has dedicated three of its camps to the event: Skukuza, Berg en Dal and 

Pretoriuskop. New mobile tented products within the three camps at Kruger National Parks will also be 

utilized. This will add an additional 420 beds to the inventory contacted for 2010. “The tents will be 

used as a conduit to address the legacy issue – as they will be used to provide additional inventory to 

parks in other locations around the country that lack sufficient accommodation inventory during high 

season or specific events such as the flower season in Namaqua National Park,” said Phillips. 

 

UNUSUAL BIRD SIGHTINGS 

Sometimes birds – and other wild animals – do not read the 

books we have written about them or consult the species lists we 

publish! There have recently been a number of sightings of bird 

species in or near the Addo Elephant National Park that are out of 

their normal distribution range. 

 

Dave Hood was in Addo over the weekend of 25 April and 

spotted this Temminck's courser on the grasslands beyond Carol's 

Rest in association with a group of crowned lapwings. 

 

Local bird expert Charles Marais had this to say about the 

Temminck's courser which usually doesn't occur in the Park: 

 

"When the 'desert moves southward' and produces this extremely  A Temmincks courser (background) with 

dry weather that we have had until recently we often get 'dry  crowned lapwing (foreground).  
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country' birds...are they vagrants or are they just opportunely moving into a temporarily dry area? Birds 

like namaqua doves, fairy flycatchers and Ludwig’s bustard definitely are more common in dry seasons. 

I think of it as more like the ebb and flow in the ecological equilibrium." Interesting thoughts... 
 

The owners of the Stellenhof B&B had a very exciting sighting in early April when a group of 8 marabou 

Storks appeared on their property which is 

on the south-western boundary of the Park’s 

Main Game Area. 
 
This follows a sighting of a single marabou 

stork in the Nyathi area of the Park a few 

years ago. Other unusual bird sightings in 

the past have been of a white-backed vulture 

and of an immature Cape vulture, both in 

the Nyathi area of the Park. 

 

It would be good news indeed if marabou 

storks and vultures eventually moved back 

into this area to complement the scavenger 

component of the ecosystem in the Park.  A group of 8 marabou storks near the Park boundary. 
         Photo courtesy of Stellenhof B&B   
 

ANNUAL GAME CAPTURE AND CENSUS IN PROGRESS 

A shiny green and yellow helicopter criss-crossing the skies above Addo Elephant National Park in May 

usually means one thing: the annual game census is underway. 

 

Each year a team of SANParks staff – usually the conservation manager, scientific services staff and 

various researchers – take to the sky to attempt to count and document the numbers of the more visible 

wildlife species in the Park. 

 

The census is usually done in the cooler times of the 

year so that animals that may become stressed by the 

proximity of the helicopter do not suffer from 

additional heat stress which could have negative 

consequences. 

 

Serving as a member of the census team is not a job 

anyone can walk off the street and do successfully. The 

job requires a practiced eye and ability to spot wildlife 

among the vegetation below. Sometimes large numbers 

of a particular species need to be counted within a few 

seconds. 

 

The results of a census are usually finalized a few weeks after the census but do not always present an 

accurate picture and must be read by an experienced eye. Animals such as bushbuck, bushpig, leopard 

and warthog are notoriously difficult to count as they shelter in thick bush or in the warthog’s case, 

head for their holes underground. Smaller mammals and nocturnal animals are virtually impossible to 

count by aerial census and other methods must be used to determine their numbers. 

 

In the case of Addo’s elephants, aerial census figures are not considered as important as ground counts 

because of the long history of in-depth research and monitoring that has been done and is still in 

progress on the population. Virtually every individual of the Addo elephant population is known and 

documented and new births or deaths are quickly picked up by rangers and researchers. 
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Game capture is also currently underway in 

preparation for the annual Kirkwood Wildlife 

Auction which takes place on 27 June this 

year. Traditionally, Addo Elephant National 

Park’s disease-free buffalo are highly sought-

after at this auction and fetch top prices. Sold 

on catalogue and wild-caught following the 

auction, white rhino from the Kruger National 

Park also attract much interest. Last year’s 

auction saw the highest single price for a 

white rhino bull fetched at R640 000. 

 

Once caught, buffalo are held in the bomas at 

Addo Elephant National Park where they 

undergo a series of tests to confirm their disease-   Buffalo in the Addo bomas 

free status. There are strict controls relating to the  

movement of buffalo in South Africa due to the fact that buffalo can carry a variety of diseases such as 

foot-and-mouth disease, corridor disease and bovine tuberculosis. These diseases can easily be passed 

onto cattle, close relatives of the buffalo. Addo Elephant National Park has probably the largest disease-

free buffalo herd in South Africa and its buffalo are highly sought after as breeding stock. 

 

Money generated from the game auction is ploughed into SANParks’ Park Development Fund, a fund 

which is used to expand and develop the national park system. 
 
FLAMES IN THE FYNBOS 

Just when rangers were recovering their breath following the extensive fires in August and September 

last year, a new fire flared up in the Zuurberg Mountains. 

 

On Friday 15 May, a fire started in the Park on the western side of the Zuurberg Pass some distance 

north of the top of the Pass. The fire presumably started from either a cigarette or a bottle that was 

thrown out of a vehicle traveling on the Pass. This spark quickly ignited in the dry vegetation. 

 

Strong westerly winds at the time quickly drove the 

fire eastwards into the Nyathi concession area of the 

Park where it burnt mainly in the grassy fynbos areas 

of the north-east mountainous area of Nyathi. The fire 

also spread onto a couple of farm properties 

bordering the Park. 

 

Park rangers, the Fire Department, the affected 

landowners and staff from the Zuurberg Inn and 

RiverBend Lodge fought the fire well into the night 

until they finally managed to contain it at 3am on 

Saturday 16 May.  

 

Rain feel on Saturday night, extinguishing the last few 

smouldering patches of the fire. 

 

Fire is a naturally occurring phenomenon in fynbos 

ecosystems and is vital for the long-term maintenance 

of the vegetation. It is important that areas such as this do burn, thereby promoting regeneration of the 

fynbos with its high grass cover, so fire-fighting efforts were focused on containing the fire to prevent it 

from endangering the lives of people or affecting private land. 
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There were no reports of wildlife deaths as a result of the fire, although smaller animals such as 

tortoises, snakes and rodents were probably been affected by the fire. 

 

Although sections of Nyathi’s electrified fence line were damaged by the fire, these were quickly 

repaired to ensure that there was no threat of wildlife breaking out of the Park. 

 

ADDO’S COMMUNITY TRUST INVESTS IN YOUTH 

Six young adults are set to receive tertiary education as a result of an exciting initiative driven by the 

Mayibuye Ndlovu Development Trust, an entity formed to empower communities living on the borders 

of the Addo Elephant National Park.  

 

The young adults, who all hail from single-parent families in the Bergsig and Valencia communities 

bordering on the Addo Elephant National Park, have received sponsorship to enable them to enrol in 

diploma and degree courses at the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University. 

 

Wesley Kettledas, who is an orphan, Jezanne Botha, a former head girl, and Carami Carolus have 

enrolled in a B Ed (FET) Education degree. Cuan Vermaak and Grant Sauls have enrolled in a National 

Diploma: Business Management and Romano Lottering is enrolled in a National diploma: Electrical 

Engineering. 

 

Sponsorship includes admission, registration 

and tuition fees as well as books and 

accommodation costs. The sponsorship was 

largely funded by MNDT funds complemented 

by bursaries and contributions from local 

businesses such as the Sundays River Citrus 

Company. 

 

First formed in 1993 as a development 

programme, the Mayibuye Ndlovu 

Development Trust (MNDT) was transformed 

into a legal trust in 2004. The trustees consist 

of two representatives elected from each of 

eight local communities, two from the Park 

and one each from the Sundays River Valley 

Eager young students, from L to R: Carami Carolus, Cuan Vermaak,         Municipality, Sundays River Tourism Forum  

Jezanne Botha, Grant Sauls, Romano Lottering. Back row: Roland Carolus   and Sundays River Citrus Company. 

 

MNDT aims to create mutually beneficial partnerships and projects to integrate local communities into 

the economy. MNDT receives direct benefit from the Park via a partnership which sees a percentage of 

the accommodation turnover in the Park’s Matyholweni Restcamp  

 

The opportunity given to these youngsters represents a positive step in an area where the literacy rate is 

only 55.2% and a mere 2.28% of the adult population have a matric or higher diploma. Only 0.77% of 

the Sundays River Valley population have a tertiary qualification. These statistics relate directly to the 

high and increasing rate of unemployment and poverty within the Sundays River Valley communities. 

 

MNDT aims to build on this programme of assisting students in tertiary education with a goal of 

enrolling 20 students in 2010 and increasing the number of students enrolled each year. The project 

will target students with matric exemption who come from youth-headed or single-parent households 

where there is no funding for further education. The MNDT will communicate the aims of the project 

within local schools and communities to encourage learners to improve their school results. 
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A further initiative aimed at providing youngsters with skills is through a partnership between MNDT 

and the Wilderness Foundation where four matriculants will be enrolled in the Umzi Wethu 

programme within a few months time. The programme involves a year’s learnership – including 

experiential training - in Conservation (Guiding) and Hospitality (Food & Beverage). The Umzi Wethu 

programme targets vulnerable youth, particularly those who have been orphaned due to HIV/AIDS. 

 

Through this initiative – and others such as a composting project – the Mayibuye Ndlovu Development 

Trust hopes to build a lasting legacy in the needy communities surrounding the Addo Elephant National 

Park with the ultimate goal of reducing unemployment and economically empowering local people. 
 

    

Updated !          2009 AENP DIARY          Updated ! 

 

  28 MAY                  TAKE A GIRL CHILD TO WORK DAY 

  29 MAY                  ADDO HONORARY RANGERS GOLF DAY in Port Elizabeth 

  26-28 JUNE           KIRKWOOD FESTIVAL & WILDLIFE AUCTION in Kirkwood 

  28 JUNE                 KABOUGA MOUNTAIN BIKE RACE in Kabouga Area of Park 

  26 JUNE                 SANPARKS KUDU AWARDS in Pretoria 

  SEPTEMBER           SA NATIONAL PARKS WEEK free entry for SA day visitors 

  23-25 OCTOBER   ADDO BIRDING WEEKEND 

  1 NOVEMBER        MONDI ADDO MOUNTAIN BIKE CHALLENGE in Zuurberg Area 

  EVERY DAY           MAIN GATE OPEN FROM 07H00 – 19H00 

                                  MATYHOLWENI GATE OPEN 07H00 – 16H00 

                                  GAME AREA GATE OPEN ACCORDING TO SEASON (please check times) 

                                  SOUTHERN GATE OPEN ACCORDING TO SEASON (please check times) 

                                  PICNIC SITE IN GAME AREA OPEN 08H00 – 16H00 
 

 

100MILER RUN IN ADDO ELEPHANT NATIONAL PARK WON IN RECORD TIME 

Bruce Arnett from Johannesburg once again conquered the rugged mountains in Addo Elephant 

National Park to take first place in SA’s only 100 

mile trail run in record time. 

 

Arnett, who has won this 160-kilometre trail run in 

three previous years, achieved his best time yet in 

18 hours and 11 minutes. The 100-mile run 

attracted 21 entries. 

 

“I really enjoyed this race and the perfect weather – 

clear, cool and no wind but not too hot – helped a 

lot,” said Arnett, commenting on his win. Arnett said 

he paced himself throughout the race, only moving 

into 1st position about 38 kilometres from the finish, 

overtaking second place winner William Robinson 

Michael Hendricks (l) and Chris Antonie early in the 50Miler              of Cape Town. 
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Robinson took second place in 19 hours and 51 minutes while Cape Town heart surgeon and 2007 

winner AO Ockreglicki took third place in 23 hours and 6 minutes. The first lady to cross the 100-mile 

finish line was Kim van Kets of East London, earning 

herself 6th place overall. 

The gruelling trail run, which is now in its fifth year, kicked off in the town of Kirkwood on Saturday 2 

May, then wound its way over the rugged Zuurberg Mountains before ending in the Park’s Addo main 

camp. Designed to test the runners both physically and mentally, the trail follows the mountains and  

valleys of the Park on narrow tracks with some stretches on gravel 

roads. 

 

Although the runners did not have to worry about dodging the Park’s 

well-known elephant herds, the routes covered areas that are home to 

wildlife such as eland, mountain reedbuck, red hartebeest and the 

endangered Cape mountain zebra as well as warthog and ostrich. The 

very elusive leopard also roams the area, as do troops of baboons. 

 

The trail runs also featured a 50-mile (80-kilometre) course which was 

won by Hylton Dunn of Noupoort in 7 hours and 53 minutes. Local 

runner, Michael Hendricks, took second place in 9 hours and 13 

minutes while Chris Antonie, also a local runner, took third place in 9 

hours 53 minutes. Charisse Hansen from Langebaan in the Western 

Cape was the first lady in and 6th place winner. The 50-mile trail run 

proved very popular, attracting 74 entries. 

 

Hendricks, who took first place in the 50-mile run in 2007 and 2008, 

was able to participate thanks to a sponsorship from the Addo 

Elephant National Park. Although Hendricks was not happy with time, saying he had suffered from 

cramps along the way, he was happy with  Hylton Dunn arrives at a checkpoint 

that he came in the top three and said he has set his sights on 2010. 

 

A new addition to the trail runs, the 25-mile course, saw Rohan Kennedy of Cape Town taking first 

place out of a field of 50 runners in 4 hours and 13 minutes.  

 

“The scenery was absolutely great but it was quite a tough course requiring concentration on the rocky 

paths,” said Kennedy. 

 

Wally Pooler of KwaZulu-Natal took second place 

in 5 hours and 23 minutes while Hennie van Eck 

of Port Elizabeth took third place in 5 hours and 

56 minutes. The United Kingdom’s Sarah Frost 

was the first lady and 6th place winner in 6 hours 

and 19 minutes. 

 

Many of the runners commented on the 

magnificent scenery of the course which takes 

place in some of the remotest parts of Addo 

Elephant National Park. 

 

The organisers of the trail runs, Extreme   

     Ad Cole (L) and Emily Riordan on the 50Miler   Marathons, say that trail running is a booming 

       sport, both internationally and locally, and that 

participation is sure to grow over the next few years. They enforce a very strict environmental code of 

conduct during the event so that the minimum of impact is caused in the national park. 
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KABOUGA MOUNTAIN BIKE RACE 

Visit http://www.fattracks.co.za/kabouga/ to download an entry form or contact Errol from Fat Tracks on 

082 901 8864. 

 

The Kabouga Mountain Bike Race will be held in the rugged Kabouga area of the Addo Elephant 

National Park on Sunday 28 June. Organised by the Fat Tracks mountain bike club, the race is held in 

conjunction with the Kirkwood Wildlife Festival, certain to provide plenty of entertainment for the 

whole family. 

 

The scenic and remote Kabouga area of the Park is home to wildlife such as kudu, warthog, baboon, red 

hartebeest, bushbuck and smaller antelope species such as duiker and grysbok. The reclusive leopard 

occurs here, although it is seldom seen, and the Sundays River which flows through the area is home to 

a small population of hippo. The magnificent Verrauxs’ eagle can be seen in the mountains. Peregrine 

falcon and rock kestrel occur as well as puff-back shrike, blackbacked puffback bush blackcap, paradise 

flycatchers and bluemantled crested flycatcher African finfoot and African black duck occur in the 

rivers. 

 

The mountain bike race, which offers 25 km, 45 km and 60km courses, will start and end at the 

Kirkwood Golf Club. The courses follow patrol roads and tracks with the Kabouga area of the Park. 

There are cash prizes on offer for the various categories as well as a lucky draw for a mountain bike and 

some spot prizes. 

 

 

 

 

Registration takes place on 28 June between 06h30 and 08h30 before the race starts. Visit 

http://www.fattracks.co.za/kabouga/ to download an entry form or contact Errol from Fat Tracks on 082 

901 8864 for more details. 
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The Kabouga area of the Park is a perfect place for a rustic and scenic getaway. Kabouga cottage is 

available for hire, accommodating six people in two rooms. The cottage is fully equipped and has a gas 

fridge and stove, gas-heated water and solar-powered lighting. It is set in a mountain amphitheatre with 

two short walking trails nearby to explore the area. 

 

The Mvubu campsite on the banks of the Sundays River provides six rustic sites for campers with a 

paraffin-heated shower and a toilet. 

 

Kabouga cottage and Mvubu are popular amongst those taking the 45-km Bedrogfontein 4x4 Trail 

which crosses the Zuurberg Mountain Range to the Darlington Dam as well as those who want to get 

away from it all. 

 

News from South African National Parks…. 

Vote for Table Mountain in the New7Wonders of Nature Campaign 

Table Mountain has been selected as the official nominee to represent South Africa in a global 

New7Wonders of Nature campaign and we need your vote to get to the top.  

 

Here is your chance to make a difference so 

cast your vote: 

• Register as a member.  

• Place your vote for Table Mountain at 

the top – you will also be required to 

vote for another six natural wonders.  

 

The process is not too lengthy, so VOTE NOW 

for Table Mountain and spread the word 

around. Together we can get Table Mountain to 

the top! 

New 7 Wonders of Nature is a contemporary effort to create a list of seven natural wonders chosen by 

people through a global poll. It is being organized by a Swiss-based New Open World Corporation 

(NOWC), after its success in organizing the New Seven Wonders of the World, which where chosen by 

more than 100 million votes in the first-ever global campaign. 

 

The first stage of the campaign to elect an initial round of nominees – only one per country - closed on 

31 December 2008. Voting for nominees will now continue until July 7, 2009. Then the New7Wonders 

of Nature Panel of Experts, under the leadership of Prof. Federico Mayor, the longest-standing former 

Director-General of UNESCO, will review the top 77 nominees and choose the 21 finalists, to be 

announced on 21 July 2009. The 21 finalists will then be put to popular vote. The final declaration of 

the New7Wonders of Nature will be in 2011. 

 

Go to http://www.new7wonders.com/nature/en/ for details 
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